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I n t er n at ion al  GCSE/ Ed ex cel  Cer t i f i cat e Ger m an  

Pap er  2  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  

Ex am in er s’  Rep or t  

 

Gen er al  Com m en t s 

 

Exam iners were pleased to note that  the vast  majority of candidates coped 

well with the demands of both the Reading and the Writ ing tasks. 

Candidates had been well prepared by cent res and were clear ly fam iliar with 

all quest ion types. 

 

Qu est ion  1  Sch u le 

  

This quest ion provided a gent le ent ry into the paper for most  candidates 

and the outcome was very posit ive for the majority, with school subjects 

being a topic which is generally well known. Where candidates encountered 

diff icult ies it  was with Erdkunde and Naturwissenschaften. 
 
Qu est ion  2  Hob b y s 

 

Most  candidates were able to score 3 marks and above on this quest ion. 

The lexical item least  well known was Klavierstunden , although Segelklub 
also presented a diff icult y for some. Perhaps not  surprisingly, Fußballspiel 
was known by all candidates. 

 

Qu est ion  3  Mein  Zu h au se  

 

( a)  Sie lesen  d iese E- Mai l  v on  Ph i l ip p  

 

This quest ion is targeted at  candidates in the C/ D bands. Where these 

candidates lost  marks it  was on B Es gibt  Probleme m it  dem  Verkehr in der 
St raße which candidates were unable to link with Autos. D Phillipps Eltern 
arbeiten zu Hause was also not  recognised as correct  by some candidates;  

presumably because they were not  fam iliar with Büro. Nonetheless, most  

candidates were able to score 3 marks and above on this quest ion. 

 

( b )  W ar u m  w oh n en  Sie g er n  in  I h r em  Hau s/ I h r er  W oh n u n g ? 

 

Candidates are expected to write approxim ately 50 words in German on the 

topic given and Exam iners were pleased to note that  candidates seemed 

well prepared for this task type and were able to give a lot  of relevant  

informat ion. This quest ion offered candidates of all levels a chance to score 

marks.  All candidates understood the quest ion and were able to provide a 

relevant  response at  some level. Even weaker students had the appropriate 

vocabulary and were able to descr ibe their home and rooms.  

 

The st imuli for Q3b (posit ive Aspekte, Gegend etc)  were widely used, with 

almost  all candidates referr ing to at  least  two out  of the four. The ideas also 

helped candidates st ructure their responses. These ideas were often used in 

connect ion with some pieces from the 3(a)  text . This was done almost  

always successfully as candidates did not  simply ‘lift ’ whole sentences, 

instead they incorporated single lexical items such as Autos and used that  

 



as a key idea in their  own sentences.  The word Einfam ilienhaus was also 

used widely – weaker candidates occasionally did not  adapt  the plural form  

of the text  to their  piece. Nachbarn and nerven were used, as well as Poster 
an Wänden and chaot isch from statement  G, but  these were most ly 

manipulated and successfully incorporated into candidates’ own writ ing. 

 

Although a response to this quest ion does not  need to use a t ime frame 

other than the present  tense, many candidates t r ied to include at  least  one 

past  tense -usually the perfect  tense -  and quite a few incorporated a future 

tense.  

 

St ronger candidates were able to use complex st ructures such as 

subordinates with da, wenn, relat ive clauses, adverbs and adverbial phrases 

such as alles in allem . 
 
Centres are asked to impress upon candidates that  their response should be 

relevant  to the task set .  Occasionally answers included full details of the 

var ious fam ily members, for example, and this had an impact  on the marks 

awarded for Communicat ion and Content . Responses must  be fully relevant  

in order to score 5 for  Communicat ion and Content . 

 

Qu est ion  4  Die Bah n  

 

This quest ion targets higher grades (C and B) . There were many correct  

answers for five m arks and most  candidates were able to achieve two or 

three marks. I t  was felt  that  this quest ion discr im inated well. v)  caused the 

most  diff iculty with candidates either over looking the ohne at  the start  of 

the sentence or being unfam iliar  with weniger/ mehr. 
 

Qu est ion  5  Kin dh ei t  

 

Candidates may give short  answers, as comprehension only is tested and 

candidates’ language is not  assessed in this quest ion, provided it  

communicates. I t  is also acceptable for candidates to use language from the 

text , provided it  is a ‘targeted lift , i.e. the exact  response to a quest ion. 

Copying an ent ire sentence, however, is usually not  successful, as it  does 

not  demonst rate that  the candidate has understood the quest ion. 

 

Cent res are advised to ensure candidates are secure in their  knowledge of 

the personal pronouns and possessives as incorrect  use means that  the 

answer has not  communicated clear ly and there is ambiguity. For example, 

candidates often lifted ‘meine’ and ‘uns’ without  t ransferr ing them to the 

third person. 

 

a)  Almost  all responses managed to achieve one mark here for Nachteil 
, as the majorit y lifted  die Um gebung nicht  so schön war . Only very 

st rong candidates changed the word order or t r ied to rephrase die 
Gegend war nicht  so hübsch. The other disadvantage, that  the visit  

was nur einm al im  Monat  , was offered by relat ively few candidates. 

I dent ify ing an advantage proved slight ly m ore challenging, although 

again a significant  number of candidates gained that  mark as well.  

The main reason candidates did not  gain the mark was an incorrect  

 



possessive such as m eine Om a or seine Om a.  A very small number 

of candidates lost  both marks by confusing  Vorteil  with Nachteil and 

therefore swapping the correct  answers. Very rarely did candidates 

ment ion the other correct  opt ion es gab Eis. 

 

b )   I ncorrect  answers offered were:   ins Freibad gehen, zusam men 
einkaufen, Eis essen. Correct  answers usually gave kochen or Eintopf 
m achen. Only st rong candidates offered Sie haben zusamm en 
gekocht . 

 

c)  As the mark scheme required either Sie hat ten Saisonkarten or the 

correct  possessive adject ive in front  of Eltern together with the 

concept  that  the season t ickets were for the gir ls, this proved to be 

diff icult .  Many candidates  liftet  unsere Eltern für uns Saisonkarten 
gekauft  hat ten or  offered die Eltern hat ten Saisonkarten. Other 

incorrect  answers included weil das Wet ter schön war . 

 

d )  Many  incorrect  responses stated  sie kam  erschöpft  nach Hause.  

Quiet  a number ment ioned Kiosk/ Süßigkeiten but  without  essen, 
which the mark scheme required. The majority of correct  responses 

had am  Kiosk Süssigkeiten kaufen or Süssigkeiten (vom  Kiosk)  essen. 

Only a few ment ioned schlafen or even sich ausruhen. 

 

e)  This proved to be diff icult  for candidates as the concept  of both gir ls 

going to different  schools or not  seeing each other as often as 

previously was not  easy to express due to the fact  that  the phrases 

from the text  had to be manipulated and the correct  pronouns had to 

be used. I ncorrect  answers included sie ging(en)  zur Schule, sie 
hat te(n)  neue Freunde or verschieden Schulen gehen. 

 

f )  This also represented a challenge for all but  the most  able 

candidates. Candidates somet imes st ruggled to convey the concept  of 

“she sees her son growing up” . Again, the pronouns/ possessive 

adject ives were not  always correct . I ncorrect  responses also just  

lifted Da  denkt  m an  ganz autom at isch an die eigene Kindheit  zurück 
or sie hat te eine glückliche Kindheit . 

 

g )  There were many correct  reponses here for at  least  1 mark, but  many 

gained both marks. The phrase sich keine Gedanken um  die Zukunft  
m achen was diff icult  to use but  many at tempted it  and were often 

successful. Keine Geldsorgen and unkom pliziertes Leben were also 

offered by most  candidates in the D band and above.  

 

h )  Surprisingly, quite a number of candidates offered viel St ress or viel 
St ress erleben to the very accessible quest ion, Was wollen viele 
Erwachsene?  There were many correct  answers wieder ein Kind (zu 
)sein. Unfortunately a number prefaced this statement  with (sie 
haben)  St ress und… and therefore were not  awarded the mark. 

Exam iners mark the first  response/ first  idea offered by the candidate. 

 

A significant  number of candidates took Gabi to be male although there 

were two ihre in the rubric b)  and f)  referr ing to Gabi. This meant  that  a 

 



number ment ioned seine Om a and er . Where this occurs Exam iners penalise 

for the first  incorrect  pronoun/ possessive, but  not  thereafter. 

 

Qu est ion  6  

 

By far the most  popular choice was 6b)  where candidates were given an 

opportunity to wr ite about  holidays.  

 

I n general, most  candidates found the quest ions accessible and had 

something to say about  the var ious topics, although answers were not  

always fully relevant . Most  successful answers were st ructured and covered 

bullet  points in the same order as the rubric – good responses often linked 

paragraphs and ideas – this worked well for all quest ions. 

 

As always, there were a number of nat ive speakers who were able to 

narrate their  holiday experiences, describe their dream jobs or experiences 

with sports and express their opinions well.  They were obviously 

comfortable with the language and the vocabulary of the topics.  However, 

there were also some excellent  responses from candidates who did not  

appear to be nat ive speakers and which were awarded full marks. 

 

Many responses included language well beyond simple st ructures, such as 

very proficient  use of modal verbs in the im perfect , some subordinate 

clauses and a range of tenses including the condit ional. Subordinate clauses 

were usually int roduced by weil, da, obwohl, als, wenn, so dass and 

somet imes the subjunct ive with wenn was used by the most  able 

candidates. 

 

Weaker candidates had problems with correct  verb format ion/  subject -verb 

agreement , offering ich haben, er gehe/ gehst  and what  they wrote was 

frequent ly not  relevant  to the task set , i.e. they did not  address the bullet  

points. 

 

Even st rong candidates somet imes st ill lack the abilty to express preference 

offering, I ch nicht  gern Fußball/ I ch lieber m it  Freunden in Urlaub and the 

phrase es m acht  Spaß often proved diff icult :  es ist / war viel Spaß, ich 
habe/ wir haben viel Spaß gem acht . The verb bekomm en was somet imes 

used as become by weaker candidates, m an kann gesund bekomm en m it  
Sport .  The phrases for expressing opinions were also not  always correct ly 

used, in m einer Meinung nach. Spelling m istakes included ich leibe and wiel 
instead of weil.   
 

a)  This quest ion tended to be tackled by the most  able candidates. I t  

was well executed in the majority of cases, with candidates dealing 

competent ly with all four bullet  points.  Less able candidates 

m isunderstood the first  two bullet  points and wrote about  their  

current  j ob, not  what  they aspired to do. The majority of candidates 

were able to give reasons for the importance of a good job.  

 

A fair ly large number of candidates referred to Tierarzt  as their  

Traumjob, ( the spelling of Arzt / Ärzt in was not  always secure)  and 

 



very good responses developed reasons for their part icular choice.  A 

number dreamt about  becoming a dancer, football star or Formula 1 

driver and were usually able to explain why they had liked these as a 

child and then had changed their m inds. The third point  was generally 

well handled with descript ions of parents’ j obs and their feelings 

about  their j obs. The importance of a good job/ occupat ion in the 

fourth point  was most ly about  money and why it  is im portant , but  the 

very st rongest  candidates were able to express not ions of  

Befriedigung im  Beruf/ Lebensqualität / Glücklichsein.  

 

Where less able candidates chose this quest ion, the answers were 

usually more pedest r ian in development  and language. 

 

b)  This was by far the m ost  popular choice;  all candidates understood 

the quest ion and were able to address all four points in some way, 

normally in the order they were given in rubric.  There were not  

many responses with irrelevance but  quite a number of pedest r ian 

responses with a list  of act iv it ies which were somet imes only 

tenuously linked to a holiday – wir sind ins Kino gegangen  or  wir 
haben Pizza gegessen und Cola get runken.  
 

The third point  was not  always very successfully addressed. Weaker 

responses also addressed the forth point  with a short  sentence, 

Nächstes Jahr gehe ich m it  m einen Freunden/ meiner Fam ilie nach 
Spanien without  much more development .  

 

Points one and two were often addressed together. The first  two 

points were often more expansively addressed with descript ions of 

(usually)  summer holidays (sun, sea, swim ming, good food, pleasant  

hotels)  using fam iliar and appropr iate vocabulary. There were also 

the occasional skiing holidays or v isits to I ndia, Aust r ia, Germany or 

America ( to v isit  fam ily) . Weaker candidates explained the toller 
Urlaub with heiss und sonnig or viel Spaß whereas st ronger 

candidates were able to develop the ideas of spending t ime with 

fam ily, enjoying specific act iv it ies or learning about  different  cultures.  

 

The third point  was often addressed without  an int roduct ion e.g. I ch 
habe viel gutes Essen gegessen. Stat t  m it  dem  Auto sollte m an zu 
Fuß …. The suggested act ions included recycling of glass/ paper, 

switching off lights, not  using laptop/ mobile, showering instead of 

bathing, not  f ly ing and using public t ransport .  

 

 For the fourth point  students often choose to go with their fam ily, 

mainly because their parents would pay for  the holiday, t reats etc. 

although many ment ioned that  a holiday with fr iends would be more 

fun as parents are often langweilig or st reng.  

 



 

c)  There were a number of weak responses to this quest ion:  candidates 

felt  maybe that  this was the ‘easiest ’ opt ion in terms of vocabulary 

and grammar. These candidates often wrote a list  of act iv it ies/ sports, 

which they like or part icipate in without  using any tenses other than 

the present  and without  any reference to the bullet  points.  

 

The second point  was somet imes dealt  with without  any explanat ion 

or development :  I ch spiele Tenis, weil es wicht ig ist  or I ch finde Sport  
wicht ig. Bet ter responses explained why sport  is beneficial ( you keep 

fit / act ive, it  is good for your health or long term  health benefits, it  

counteracts st ress, you can make new fr iends and be social,  it  can 

prevent  weight  gain) , often with very appropriate vocabulary. I n a 

number of responses these explanat ions were expressed negat ively,  
wenn m an keinen Sport  m acht , wird m an dick, krank  etc. This was 

then somet imes followed by irrelevant  excursions into healthy eat ing. 

Weaker candidates who addressed this point  often used very 

basic/ pedest r ian language, weil es gut  ist / ist  Spaß/ ist  interessant .   
 
The main reasons given for bullet  point  three were too much 

technology i.e. computer games, mobiles, TV or nicht  genug 
Möglichkeiten, Sport  kann teuer sein, zu viele Hausaufgaben or just  

Jugendliche sind faul.  Both points three and four were often 

addressed with just  one short  sentence.   

 

The fourth point  was often m isunderstood or the quest ion had not  

been read carefully (Wie  Sport  in der Schule besser sein könnte)  ,so 

the responses were Sport  in der Schule ist  am  besten/ besser  or Sport  
ist  m ein Lieblingsfach in der Schule.  Candidates who wrote 

successfully about  this point  suggested, m an sollte m ehr 
Angebote/ Sportarten haben – somet imes with examples -   bessere 
Lehrer, bessere Turnhallen, m ehr Geld für Sport , m ehr Stunden pro 
Woche.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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